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SUBJECT: OUTER SPACE ISSUES - U.S.-SOVIET CONSULTATIONS 
REFS: (A) STATE 49653; (B) MOSCOW 3032 

1 . IN COURSE OF THE MARCH MEETING OF THE OUTER SPACE LEGAL 
SUBCOMMITTEE, SOVIET DELEGATE, BORIS MAIORSKI, EXPRESSED 
VIEW THAT IT WOULD BE IMPORTANT FOR THE UNITED STATES AND 
USSR TO HAVE BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS PRIOR TO THE JUNE 1978 
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COMMENCEMENT OF THE UN'S OUTER SPACE COMMITTEE (OSC). HE 
REGRETTED THAT EFFORTS TO CONSULT PRIOR TO THE LEGAL SUB- 
COMMITTEE MEETING HAD BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL DUE TO THE SHORT 
NOTICE GIVEN THE SOVIETS. (REF A CONTAINS US REQUEST, 

REF B THE SOVIET REGRETS.) 

2. USG HAS GIVEN THOROUGH CONSIDERATION TO IDEA OF 
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BILATERALS AND WISHES TO ESTABLISH A TIME AND AGENDA FOR 
MEETING WITH THE SOVIET DELEGATION TO THE OSC. 

3. CONSISTENT WITH OUR MUTUAL COMMITMENT IN ARTICLE 4 OF 
THE 1977 US-USSR AGREEMENT CONCERNING COOPERATION IN THE 
EXPLORATION AND USE OF OUTER SPACE FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES, 

TO COOPERATE IN THE FIELD OF DEVELOPING INTERNATIONAL 
SPACE LAW, WE SHARE THE DESIRE EXPRESSED BY THE SOVIETS TO 

AVOID PUBLIC ACRIMONY AND DIFFERENCES BETWEEN US TO THE 
GREATEST EXTENT POSSIBLE. WE AGREE THAT INFORMAL AND OPEN 
EXCHANGES OF VIEWS COULD BE QUITE HELPFUL IN THIS REGARD, 

AS LONG AS BOTH SIDES GENUINELY INTEND TO MAKE SUBSTANTIVE 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THOSE EXCHANGES. IN OUR VIEW, IT WOULD 
BE APPROPRIATE TO HAVE BILATERALS PRIOR TO THE JUNE MEET- 
ING OF THE OSC. 

4. WE BELIEVE THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO HAVE AN 
EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS ON ISSUES RELATED TO OSC CONSIDERA- 
TION OF THE MOON TREATY, REMOTE SENSING, DBS, DEFINITION 
AND DELIMITATION OF OUTER SPACE, AND PROPOSALS RELATED TO 
THE GEOSTATIONARY ORBIT AND NUCLEAR POWER SOURCES IN 
SPACE. 

5. WITH REGARD TO THE TIME AND PLACE OF SUCH CONSULTA- 
TIONS, WE WOULD PROPOSE WASHINGTON OR LONDON, MAY 25-26. 
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THIS WOULD BE A FULL MONTH BEFORE COMMENCEMENT OF THE OSC. 

6. PROBABLE US DELEGATION HEAD WILL BE GERALD B. HET.MAN. 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY. INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

7. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO CONVEY 

ABOVE MESSAGE TO MAIORSKI OR OTHER APPROPRIATE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICIAL. VANCE 
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